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Fit & Fabulous 
Woodcrest Villa Residents Do It All!

Fitness comes in all shapes, sizes—and ages! Whether you  

are a daily lap swimmer or CyberCyclist or an annual senior 

games participant, each fitness goal is unique. Diversity  

and fun are keys as the Woodcrest Villa (WCV) Wellness  

Team encourages residents to create a fitness routine to stay 

active and reach goals. “It’s great to see the variety of fitness 

levels of our residents, proving that age is just a number,”  

notes Kristin Manser, Wellness Manager.

Land classes that focus on strength and balance are very popular.  

According to Emily Newman, Wellness Specialist: “We often  

create a personal fitness routine for those who may be transitioning 

from physical therapy. It’s fun to celebrate their fitness milestones 

along the way.” We offer various intensity level aquatic classes 

and also other fun activities like water volleyball 

says Aquatics Specialist Julie Aiello: “A number 

of residents are regular lap swimmers  

and aquatic classes are perfect for those  

who want to improve balance and strength.”

As a creative demonstration of community  

fitness, this September some WCV staff and 

residents teamed up to compete in a sprint 

triathlon near Philadelphia. Our CyberCyclists have traveled  

around the world in virtual miles, and the entire community  

was invited to walk or run the VIVA LA MILE during Active  

Aging Week in October.

A monthly 1-3 mile hike through Lancaster and neighboring 

counties is a highlight for some residents, and the WCV line 

dancers practice new routines weekly.  

Outdoor sports like bocce ball, corn hole, 

pickle ball and horseshoes each have set 

days scheduled on the wellness calendar.

Residents are keeping up with the  

grandkids and evolving with fitness 

technology. Many are using Fitbits  

and cell phone trackers to count steps,  

check heart rates and monitor sleep.  

With their minds over matter, WCV residents know how to get 

up and go!

 Residents are keeping 
up with the grandkids 

and evolving with 
fitness technology. “Age is an issue of mind over matter. If you don’t mind, it doesn’t matter”— Mark Twain

From triathlons  
to runs, walks 

and Cybercyle, 
Woodcrest Villa 

residents, family, 
friends and staff provide  
an inspiring example of 

having fun while keeping fit.



Russ and Beth Graham, 
Beauty Shop Manager, 
have forged a real 
friendship since he 
started volunteering.

If it’s Tuesday morning, chances are you will see Russ 

Scherer in the hallways of Mennonite Home (MH)  

transporting residents in wheelchairs to the Beauty Shop. 

Russ, who lives in Woodcrest Villa (WCV), has been  

a dedicated volunteer for the MH Beauty Shop every  

Tuesday for more than four years. He realized the need 

for volunteers when his wife was a resident at MH. A few 

months after her death in April 2015, Russ contacted  

Volunteer Services and offered to help.

Russ and Beth 

Graham, Beauty 

Shop Manager, 

have forged a real 

friendship since he 

started volunteering. 

Beth and her son 

have even watched 

the Long’s Park 4th 

of July fireworks 

from Russ’s villa a few times. After his shift, Beth and  

Russ usually have lunch together at the Creekside Café  

at MH. Beth describes Russ as an “awesome man”  

and a father figure. She really enjoys his sense of humor.

Russ spent 20 years in the Navy and then worked for  

Brockway Glass Company, which later became Owens-

Brockway, as a company pilot. He and his wife lived in DuBois, 

but moved to WCV when his wife began having health issues 

so they would be near her daughter. In addition to his wife, 

Russ has lost a son and grandson, and is grateful for his two 

daughters, two sons, a step-son and a step-daughter.  

He also has four grandchildren. In addition to volunteering 

weekly, Russ also bowls with the WCV group, works out 

at the gym three times a week and participates in several 

events in the annual Lancaster County Senior Games.

When Russ first started volunteering, he thought it would 

be something for him to do to keep busy; but, he has since 

realized that he really enjoys it and finds it to be fun.  

Transporting residents also fits in with his active lifestyle.

Thank you, Russ, for all you do!
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V O L U N T E E R  S P O T L I G H T

Scherer Helps Keep Residents Feeling Their Best

This October, several departments at Mennonite Home decorated artificial pumpkins as part of a contest. 

The creativity put a smile on the faces of many residents and visitors. The pumpkins were on display initially 

at Mennonite Home but then made a field trip to Woodcrest Villa, where they brightened the hallways during 

the Explore Retirement Living Open House.

The Great Pumpkin!
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NEWS & 
UPDATES

Mennonite Welcomes Two 
New Board Members
Two new members joined the Mennonite Home  

Communities Board of Directors this year. They are  

Rob Bomberger and Thomas Talbott. Bomberger  

is President of Benjamin Roberts Office Interiors and 

member of James Street Mennonite Church. Talbott  

is a Certified Financial Planner (CFP) and financial  

advisor and partner at Stewardship Advisors, LLC,  

in Mount Joy. He and his family are involved at Calvary 

Church. Welcome to both of these new board members!

In October, Jennifer Eslinger, 

MHA, NHA, joined Mennonite 

Home as the new Nursing 

Home Administrator (NHA). 

An experienced healthcare 

executive, Eslinger previously 

served as Vice President  

of Health Center Operations 

at Meadowood Senior Living 

in Worcester and Executive 

Director at Conestoga View 

Nursing and Rehabilitation in Lancaster. She earned  

her BS in Health Care Administration from King’s College 

in Wilkes-Barre and her MHA in Health Administration, 

Long-Term Care Certificate, from Pennsylvania State 

University. In addition to holding her NHA license,  

she also has her Personal Care Home Administrator 

(PCHA) license. 

Eslinger Joins Mennonite Home  
as New Nursing Home Administrator

Jennifer Eslinger, MHA, NHA

Rob Bomberger Thomas Talbott
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YOUR GIFTS MATTER: 

Annual Report 2019
Mennonite Home  
Communities continues  
to expand and grow as  
we complete another year.  
We as a Board are grateful   
for all the staff and residents 
who help make our community 
thrive. We have welcomed 
new residents to the 39 
Pheasant Pointe apartments 
and are excited about the  
rapid progress of the 34 
Hedera Place and Morelle 

Place villas. In fact, four families had moved into these new 
villas by mid-November!

Also, Mennonite Home was recognized by a national  
magazine with a high rating (2nd place) as a best Nursing 
Home in Pennsylvania (with 150+ beds). Many new residents 
have been added to our community as we are reaching a 
new census milestone. Today, 900 people call Mennonite 
Home Communities (both Woodcrest Villa and Mennonite 
Home) their home! It takes a great group of people to help  
us grow.

The Board is thankful for our staff who are dedicated  
to providing quality care and engaging activities. We are 
blessed by the many volunteers and gifts of time and  
money to help fellow residents. We are grateful for the many 
benevolent care gifts that help residents whose resources  
are exhausted. Thank you for the ways you give to others.

As we look to the future, the Board would appreciate your 
prayers for wisdom, as we navigate the changing healthcare 
industry. We are committed to fulfilling our mission of “Enriching 
the lives of our residents, staff and the community.” Thank you 
for your continued support.

					   
	 With deep appreciation, 
	 Roy Bomberger, Jr.
	 Board Chairperson
	

A Letter from

 The Board Chairperson

The Mennonite Home Statement of Operations for the year ending June 30, 2019

RESIDENT SERVICE REVENUE:			 
	 Gross billings for room, board and ancillary services				               	  $50,184,940
	 Amount written off for required contractual allowances and inability of some residents to pay     	 (6,419,814)			 

		  NET RESIDENT SERVICE REVENUE	 43,765,126

 	 Pennsylvania nursing home assessment		  709,654
	 Net assets released from restrictions		  44,200
	 Other revenue		  453,597			 
		  TOTAL OPERATING REVENUE	 44,972,577

OPERATING EXPENSES:			 
	 Salary, wages and outside services		  19,443,020
	 Payroll taxes and employee benefits		  5,428,751
	 Food, medical supplies and other expenses		  10,956,494
	 Pennsylvania nursing home assessment		   442,513
	 Depreciation and interest 									        10,418,963
			  		  TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES	 46,689,741

		  OPERATING LOSS	 (1,717,164)

OTHER INCOME:			 
	 Unrestricted contributions		  780,836
	 Investment income (Realized and unrealized)		  2,735,610  
	 Change in fair value of interest rate swap agreements and loss on refinancing		   (790,640)

 
			  		  REVENUE IN EXCESS OF EXPENSES	 $1,008,642

2019 has been an exciting year at Mennonite 
Home Communities (MHC). We recently 
reached a milestone with 900 residents now 
residing at MHC. I enjoy watching residents 
actively engaged in many programs along with 
fitness activities. There is always something  
happening at MHC!

In September, we welcomed residents into  
Pheasant Pointe, our new 39-unit apartment  
building. Construction is underway with 34 new 
villas and in November, we welcomed our first  
new villa residents.

The team at Mennonite Home is passionate about delivering 
high quality care. In October, Newsweek rated Mennonite  
Home as the 2nd best Nursing Home (with 150+ beds) in  
Pennsylvania. This was a great recognition of the outstanding 
work our team does every day.

We were blessed with several significant  
estate gifts this year. We are grateful for  
those generous donors who assist us  
in continuing our mission of providing for  
residents who exhaust their resources.

I am grateful for every employee at MHC who  
is passionate about delivering excellent care 
and services to our residents. They along with 
our residents are what makes MHC a special 
place. Many residents volunteer a significant 
number of hours and bless those they interact 
with at both campuses.

Thanks to every person involved in fulfilling the mission  
of enriching the lives of residents, staff and the community.
 

John D. Sauder, NHA
President 
Mennonite Home Communities

Create a lasting legacy 
by supporting Mennonite Home through your  
estate and/or your will. Call Greg Pierce at  
717-390-4903 to learn more.

Pictured are the exteriors of a Lancaster (top) and Jefferson  
(bottom) villa in Hedera Place.
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Mennonite Home Communities is committed to providing high-quality, loving care for our residents, regardless of their financial  
limitations. We use the phrase Benevolent Care to describe the gift of uncompensated care and the donations that support this care.  
Our Benevolent Care Policy assures residents the same high level of care, with complete confidentiality to protect their dignity.

DONATION PERIOD: JULY 1, 2018 TO JUNE 30, 2019

YOUR GIFTS MATTER: 

Benevolent Care Donors
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MHC celebrates the generosity  
of the following New Members: 	
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Reba Buckwalter-Kreider	
Patricia Burkhart	
Davcon Relocation Services
Robert Johnstone	
Roger & Carol Kennett	
Tom & Sandy Krantz	
Kenneth Kreider	
Vera Miller	
Dean & Kim Peters	
Patricia Sawyer	
John & Evelyn Sigman	
Roger & Blanche Trout	
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With sadness, MHC  
acknowledges the passing  
of the following Members: 
	
Martha Anderman	
Norma Aston	
Theodora Cook	
Jay Frey	
Helen Keiper	
Miriam Lefever
Nancy Martin
James Sabatino	

The Board of Trustees established the 1903 Legacy Society (named for the year Mennonite Home Communities was founded) to celebrate the role 
of philanthropy and to thank our generous donors.

The 1903 Legacy Society recognizes donors for one or more of the following:
	 • Those who have given gifts and pledges totaling $10,000 during their lifetimes
	 • Those who have made planned gifts
	 • Those who have designated a bequest to Mennonite Home Communities in their will, trust or retirement plan.

YOUR GIFTS MATTER: 

1903 Legacy Society
YOUR GIFTS MATTER: 

Benevolent Care Donors

Advanced Trim & Kitchens
AmazonSmile
Applied Energy Partners, LLC
B & B Custom Trim, Inc.
B. R. Kreider & Sons, Inc
Baker Tilly
Bayada Home Health Care
Benchmark Construction
Blakinger Thomas, P.C.		
Bomberger’s  Store			 
Brown Schultz Sheridan & Fritz		
Brubaker Connaughton Goss 
	 & Lucarelli LLC			 
Cardwatch Licensing Limited		
Central Penn Nursing Care		
Charles F Snyder Funeral Home	

Chick-Fil-A
Clark Associates Charitable 
	 Foundation			 
Compleat Restorations		
Cor Construction Services, Inc.		
Core BTS			
Coustic Glo of Lehigh Valley		
Creative Energy Distributors		
Curtis Welding & Fabricating		
D H Funk & Sons LLC		
Davcon Relocation Services		
Dutch Apple Dinner Theater		
Dutch Gold Honey		
Eagle Disposal of PA, Inc		
Ecolab

EG Stoltzfus Construction		
EHC Associates, Inc		
Eliance Health Solutions		
Esbenshade Farms/Mills		
Everence Foundation, Inc.		
Farm Women Society of 
	 Lancaster County		
Feesers Food Distributors		
Grauers Decorating Center		
H.B. McClure Company		
Hajoca Corporation
Harrisburg Area 
	 Community College	
Harvey’s BBQ		
Health Direct Pharmacy Services	
Henry H Ross & Son, Inc.		
Henry’s Seafood		
Highmark Blue Shield		
Home Instead Senior Care		
Houck
Hershey Country Club		
Hunt Valley Country Club		
I.B. Able Inc.		
J.C. Snavely & Sons, Inc.		
Johnson, Kendall & Johnson		
JR & D Warfel Foundation		
Keynet Technologies LLC		
Kinsey’s Outdoors
Lancaster County Community 		
	 Foundation
Lancaster County Magazine		
Lapp Electrical Service, Inc.		
Latsha Davis & Mckenna, P.C.		
Lawn Crew, Inc.
Lezzer Lumber
LPL Financial
M & T Bank		
Martin Appliance & Water 
	 Conditioning
MH Crafters		
Micheners Engraving Inc.		

Murray Securus		
North Group Consultants		
North Museum of Nature & Science	
Paramount Contracting, Inc.		
Paul Davis Restoration 
	 & Remodeling		
Phoenix Contract		
Protech Mechanical Contractors Inc.
Providence Engineering Corporation	
Pyfer Reese Straub Gray & 
	 Farhat PC		
Quality Stone Veneer
R & L Siding LLC
R/W Connection
Reese Hackman
RGS Associates		
Rhoads Energy		
Richard F. Mula Architects, LLC
RKL LLP	
RLPS Architects		
Robert C. Wenger Charitable Trust	
Rodgers & Associates		
Sage Technology Solutions, Inc.	
Saylor Countertops		
Scheffey Marketing		
Shady Maple Farm Market 
	 & Smorgasbord		
Sight & Sound Theatres		
Stauffer’s of Kissel Hill		

Stony Bridge Landscaping		
TempChek Mechanical Services	
The Benecon Group, Inc.		
The M & T Charitable Foundation
Thermolite, Inc.		
Toshiba
Tree of Life Services		
Triangle Communications, Inc.		
United Electric Supply		
US Foods
Wall-to-Wall Floor Covering, LLC	
Warfel Construction Company		
Water Treatment By Design		
Wayneco 
WCV Crafters		
Weaver Associates Inc. 
Wegman’s	
Williams Apothecary		
Wohlsen Constructon Co.
Your Cause, LLC Trustee 
	 for Pfizer Foundation		
Zwally Design	

Churches
Byerland Mennonite Church		
Good News Baptist Chapel		
MH Congregation			 
New Danville Mennonite Church	
Stumptown Mennonite Church		
WCV Spiritual Life Congregation	
Webster Bible Church

*Indicates passed away
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Both individuals and churches donate to Benevolent Care. Corporations and foundations also provide support through Golf Outing  
Sponsorships, Viva la Mile Sponsorships and in-kind gifts such as food, snacks or drink. We rely upon these gifts to support more than  
75 residents of Mennonite Home and several families at Woodcrest Villa. 

FOUNDATION, CORPORATION & IN-KIND GIFTS 
DONATION PERIOD: JULY 1, 2018 TO JUNE 30, 2019
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Susan McCloskey	
Robert Siegler		
	
Carl McElheny	
Greg & Lynn Pierce		
	
Dick McFarland	
Greg & Lynn Pierce		
	
Helen Metzger	
Jane Hungarter		
	
Rodney Miller	
Gloria Miller		
	
Florence Miller	
Bob & Louise Brewer		
Dan & Josie Calnan		
Cindy Fuhrman		
Alan & Jill Longenecker		
Diane Mitchell		
The Kuntzelman Family - 	
	 Pete & Julie Heisey, 		
	 Ken & Sue Howard,
	 Ed & Kathy 
	 Kuntzelman, Jim & 		
	 Dottie Kuntzleman
Dave & Audrey 
	 Thompson	
Webster Bible Church		
	
John & Florence 		
	 Miller 	
The Miller Family	
Gerald & Doris Miller		
	
Anita Moneghan	
Richard & Paula Hankel	
				  
My Daughter, 
	 Jacqueline	
Joan Cutaiar		
				  
John L. Myers	
Mary Bernice (Bonnie) 		
	 Myers		
	
Lloyd C. Myers	
Jane Hooley		
	
Rosalyn Nace	
Norma Zarfoss		
	
Mary E. Neff	
Mike & Jean Gallagher	
James & Susan Richter	
		
Hiram Nissley	
Sally Buchheit	
R/W Connection, Inc.		
	
Evodia J. Olson	
Dick Olson		
	
Our Parents	
Dennis & Nancy Good		
	
Our Parents	
Robert & Sandra Smith		
	
Richard Proseus 	
Karen Hiller	

Cesare “Che” Puglisi	
Pulse Echo Club, HACC	
Rachel Smaletz		
	
Geraldine I. Ranck	
Dr. Wayne Ranck		
	
Janet Rankin	
Anonymous		
Lois Fieni			 
Judy Harnly		
Luke & Dot Hess		
	
Elsie & Fred 
	 Reutenauer	
Susan Luek		
	
Grace Rohrbach	
Sarah Bullock		
	
Adelfa Root	
Judith Kish			
Nancy Roney	
Robert & Susan 
	 Schoenberger	
Wayne & Myrna 		
	 Selcher	
Bobby & Deborah 		
	 Swindall		

	
Betty Rorabaugh	
Mark & Melissa Heise		
				  
Chester F. Rote	
Courtney Smith		
	
James Sabatino	
Anonymous		
Martha Martin		
Richard Olson		
Greg & Lynn Pierce	
Elizabeth 
	 Sabatino-Cook		
Barbara Saylor		
William Thoner		
	
Elizabeth Schaefer	
Ron & Mary Schaefer		
	
Ann Schaller	
Richard & Paula Hankel	
		
Mary E. Scherer	
Russell Scherer		
	
Edna Shaiebly	
William & Debra Dochat	
		
Roy & Edna Shaiebly	
David & Beth Miller		
	
Carol B. Shearer	
Howard Shearer		
	

Joanne Shenberger	
Tamara Guo		
	
Elmer Shertzer	
Harold & Joyce 
	 Anderson		
Blanche Corrigan	
Good News Baptist 		
	 Chapel		
Arthur & Madeline Hart		
Margie Lentz	
Debra McGarrity & 
	 Coworkers at the 		
	 Office of Vocational 		
	 Rehabilitation)	
Dennis & Sandra 
	 Mendyk		
	
Richard & Margaret 		
	 Shuey	
Dale & Christine Shuey		
	
Betsy Siemer	
Richard & Joy Eliezer		
	
Velva Slusar 	
Anonymous	
Charles F. Snyder 
	 Funeral Home		
	
Janet Smith	
Judy Harnly		
Phyllis Stone		
	
Yolanda Snyder	
Richard & Paula Hankel	
		
Robert Sommer	
Anonymous		
Jerry & Lee Forrest		
	
David R. Terry 	
Beth Terry
		
Joseph Tortu	
Anonymous		
	
Dick Trussell	
Peter & Diana Ryckman	
		
Joe Uhler	
David & Katie Shutler		
	
Clara Vinelli	
Anonymous		
Richard & Paula Hankel	
				  
Beverly Wagaman	
Anonymous		
Nancy Bare		
Ken & Wilma Beard		
Marilyn Beardslee		
Ronald & Joan Beck		
Annette Bucher	
Andrew & Maggie 
	 DiCostanzo		
Joan Ellis		
Paul & Barbara Flexer		
Friday Night Hand 
	 and Foot Card Group	
Vera Miller		
Greg & Lynn Pierce		
Peter & Diana Ryckman

Jay & Joan Siegrist		
Andrew & Nancy Vogel		
Cynthia Zook		
	
Claude Wagner	
Peter & Diana Ryckman	
		
Janice M. Wallick	
Lois S. Wallick		
	
Richard Warfel	
Gladys K. Manness 		
	 Family			 
			 
Nan Weidman	
Penn Weidman		
			 
Robert Weirich 	
Anonymous	
Ken & Wilma Beard		
Greg & Lynn Pierce		
Doris St. John		
*Beverly Wagaman		
Mary Weirich		
	
L. Kathleen Werner	
John & Aileen 
	 Longenecker		
	
John W. Wolf	
Susan Wolf		
	
Ken Workman	
Sheri Workman		
	
Ruth Yoder	
Carrie Casebeer	
Dennis & Sharon 
	 Dunscomb		
Sue Groff		
Glenn & Anne Weaver	
Earl & Joann 
	 Zimmerman		
	
Barbara York	
Nancy Bare		
*Thorpe & Joan Ellis		
Ruth Ann Messner		
Donald Misselhorn		
Sarah Jane Young		
	
Frances Zelenski	
Katie & Kevin English		
Rosalind Fulmer		
Richard & Paula Hankel	
Vaishali Kirkland		
Mike & Joann Miller		
Kevin & Lucretia Patton	
Craig & Cynthia Sams	
Deborah & Tom 		
	 Smetanka	
Andrew & Bette Jo 
	 Spaziani		
Robyn & Robert 
	 Sydorko		
Carol & John Whitley		
	
Donald G. Zook	
Cynthia Zook		
	
Richard & Reba 
	 Zook 	
Robert & Barbara Zook

Kay Adelman  
Belvedere Foundation/		
	 Jonathan Adelman & 	
	 Deirdre Cavanagh		
			 
Martha Anderman	
Peter & Barbara 
	 Hunsberger		
Greg & Lynn Pierce		
Peter & Diana Ryckman	
		
John Andrews	
Betty Lentz			
			 
R. Eugene Bare 
Nancy Bare		
			 
Ivan Bauman	
Dale & Karen Hertzler		
	
Julia Bear	
James & Linda Bear		
	

Nancy Jane Bell	
David John Bell		
	
Mary Lee Bell	
Greg & Lynn Pierce		
	
Norman Bender	
Elaine Rhen		
	
Arthur Bracken	
Joan Cutaiar		
B.A. Smith			 
Ernest & Lenore Svetec	
		
Robert D. Brandt	
Cynthia A. Brandt		
G. Donald Hess, CPA		
	
Naomi E. Breneman	
Anonymous		
	
Anna C. Brenner 	
Andrew & Kay Myers	
	

Mildred “Millie” 
	 Brown 
Anonymous		
Margaret B. Eckman		
Virginia Hess		
Karen Hammel		
Joseph & Barbara Ives		
Barbara Long		
Rebecca H. Meyer		
Darwin Mowery		
Greg & Lynn Pierce		
Henry & Greta Roux		
Patricia Smith		
Sandra Wenger		
				  
Ryan Brubaker	
Jean Aspril			
			 
Ken Brubaker 	
Millie Brubaker		
			 
Wilbur M. Brubaker	
Kathy B. Ray		
	
Myrtle E. Brubaker	
Roy & Diana Brubaker		
	
Lester L. Brumbach	
Marc A. Brumbach		
Shirley Brumbach & family	
Kenneth & Janet Craley	
Harold & Judy Musser		
	
Mary & Ruth Cassel  	
Bert Cassel		
	
Ginny Chambers	
Dorothy Heyser		
	
Marian E. Clothier  	
Jim & Millie Eby		
	
Louretta “Jan” Coulson	
Anonymous		
				  
Alice Crouse
Ed McConaghy		
	
Jacques Cutaiar	
Joan Cutaiar		
	
Edward W. Davis	
Lucille I. Davis		
				  
Fern & Edward Deatrick	
Bill & Kay Schotta	

		

G. Thomas Diehl 
Margaret “Peggy” Diehl		
Brian & Karen Falk		
Nancy Heagy		
Col. & Mrs. George Resh	
Peggy Schneebeli		
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas 
	 Yingling		
	
Jeanne Donley	
Richard & Paula Hankel	
		
Cary & Margaret Dorsi	
Denise Rossi		
	
Daniel & Sueie Ebersole	
George & Martha 
	 Nardacci		
	
Thorpe Ellis 	
Anonymous		
Nancy Bare		
Marilyn Beardslee		
Ron & Joan Beck		
Joseph & Lois Billoni		
Bert Cassel		
Mark & Terry Cipriani		
Todd & Elizabeth Ellis		
Betty Farkas		
Elsie Fischer		
Paul & Barbara Flexer	
Friday Night Hand 
	 and Foot Card Group	
Lois Froelich		
Marcia Hemler		
Jack & Joyce Hoy		
Carole Jennings		
Efthimia Kamenakis		
Loretta Keenan		
Betty Lentz		
Larry Metzler		
Bill & Sarah Mylin		
Greg & Lynn Pierce		
Gerald & Barbara 
	 Richardson		
Bernard & Mary Ellen Roth	
Peter & Diana Ryckman	
Barbara Saylor		
Rich & Vi Shoemaker		
Ruth Slocum		
Patricia Smith		
Phyllis Stone		
Paul & Sarah Thibault		
William Thoner		
*Beverly Wagaman		
				  
Andrew Farkas	
Betty Farkas		
	

Ruth Fiedler	

Lloyd & Audrey 
	 Ackerman-Frey		
	
James Finkbiner	
Richard & Mary Ann 
	 Finkbiner		
	
Barbara Fisher	
Levi Fisher			 
			 
Linda Fuller	
Anonymous		
	
Grace Gabriel
Joseph & Justine 
	 Rogevich		
			 
Verna Gaul	
Anonymous		
	
Esther Gebhard	
Clay & Hilma Mumma		
	
Kathryn Gehman	
Lawrence Garber		
Paul Mack & Jenny 
	 Godwin		
Sue Groff		
Mary C Henderson		
Paul & Dolores Llanso		
David & Laura Winters		
				  
Emma Goss	
Wayne & Shirley Stauffer	
		
Melvin S. Groff	
Paul Groff			 
			 
Doris Hain	
Anonymous		
Richard & Paul Hankel		
Greg & Lynn Pierce		
Peter & Diana Ryckman	
Doris St. John		
Phyllis Stone		
	
Betty Hassel	
Nancy Bare		
Ken & Wilma Beard		
	

Arlene Heisey	
Bonita Rissmiller		
	
Joe Hemler	
Marcia Hemler		
		
IMO my grandmother, 
Martha Hershey	
Jan & Nancy Wolgamuth	
		
Dorothy Hershey	
Craig & Barbara Heckman	
		
Richard “Dick” Hollen	
*Thorpe & Joan Ellis		
				  
James Hollingsworth	
Robin Ann Horner		
	
Jacob T. 
	 Hoover, Jr. 	
Lloyd & Audrey 
	 Ackerman-Frey		
Anonymous -2		
Jean Aspril		
Nancy Bare		
Ken & Wilma Beard		
Joan Ellis		
Tony & Nikki Felice		
Paul & Barbara Flexer		
Leo Grasser		
Marcia Hemler		
Sandy Hoover		
Arthur Levine		
A. Lucille Meissner		
Ann Menne		
Vera Miller		
Jack & Sandy Neal		
Laurie Phillips		
Greg & Lynn Pierce		
Barbara Saylor		
Rich & Vi Shoemaker		
Lynn Steedle		
Ernest & Lenore Svetec	
				  
Josephine Jakob	
Joseph Jakob		
Joe & Carol Liebl		
	
Elizabeth E. 
	 Kauffman 
Betty Kauffman

			 

Helen Keiper	
Robert & Julie Abel		
Rodney & Donna Arndt		
Nancy Bare		
Greg & Lynn Pierce		
Jim & Carol Spicher		
Phyllis Stone		
Henry Straub/Associates 	
	 of Brown Schultz 
	 Sheridan & Fritz		
Theda M. Wagner		
Rose Ann Wassell		
WCV Drama Club		
	
Irene Kimball 
Richard & Paula Hankel	
Carole & Robert Magel		
Doris St. John		
	
Laura Mae King	
Anonymous		
Nancy Bare		
	
Verna Krady	
John M. Krady		
				  
J. Kenneth Kreider
Jeri Herr			 
Tom & Anna Hipple		
Mark & Kay Ulrich		
	
John & Lydia Landis	
Peter & Diana Ryckman	
		
Paul Landis
Ken & Wilma Beard		
Barbara Saylor		
	
Barbara Lefever	
Braden & Kris Hess		
	
Elizabeth Logan	
Greg & Lynn Pierce		
	

Clara A. Maloney 	
George Maloney		
			 
Frank Marston	
Nancy Bare		
Paul & Barbara Flexer		
				  

Every year many people make memorial and honor gifts for residents of Woodcrest Villa or Mennonite Home. The families can choose to place a 
bronze  , silver  or gold leaf  , or foundation stone , on the beautiful Tree of Life, located opposite the Chapel at Mennonite Home. 

DONATION PERIOD: JULY 1, 2018 TO JUNE 30, 2019 

YOUR GIFTS MATTER: 

Memorial Gifts
DONATION PERIOD: 
JULY 1, 2018 TO JUNE 30, 2019

YOUR GIFTS MATTER: 

Honor Gifts

Anna Bare	
Eugene & Lois Hollinger	
Donald & Barbara King		
Ruth Martin			
Dale & Jere Zimmerman	
Raymond & Phyllis 
   Zimmerman		
	
A Person in Need	
*Ruth Fiedler		
	
Sally Brinker	
Nancy Bare			
		
*Lester & Shirley 
    Brumbach	
Marc Brumbach		
	
*Wilbur & Annette   
    Bucher	
David & Jeannette 
   Malinzak			 
	
*Martha B. Garber	
Elwood & Linda Zook		
	
John B. Groff	
James & Jennifer Groff		
	
A. Margaret Hershey  
    Eckman	
Jim & Elizabeth Stoltzfus	
		
Sarah Horting	
Robert & Audrey Horting	
		
Joseph Jakob	
Joe & Carol Liebl		
	
My Mother Who Loves 
Living at Woodcrest	
Anonymous

			  Emily Newman	
Farm Women Society 
    of Lancaster County		
			 
Joan Nicholson	
Michael & Pamela Benton	
		
Herbert Oresky	
Rhonda Kleiman		
	
Jessica Perry	
Doris St. John		
	
*Jessie Reifsnyder	
Cynthia Reifsnyder		
David Reifsnyder		
	
*Jim Sabatino’s 
    100th Birthday
Blue Bird Billiards Friends	
Rohrer & Mabel Eshleman	
Greg & Lynn Pierce		
	
Ken Shenberger	
Tamara Guo		
	
Janet Sweigart	
John & Lynette Howard	
		
*Millie Uhler	
Dave & Katie Shutler		
	
Mary Weirich	
John & Sandy Womer		
			 
Naomi Witmer	
Ruth Ann Kulp
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Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy in reporting our  
donors. Please inform Kris Hess, MHC Development Department,  
at 717-735-2647, of any corrections, omissions or errors. WINTER 2019  |  13
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Although he prefers to be behind-the-scenes, John Miller has 
made a visible impact on Mennonite Home Communities (MHC) 
throughout the past 18 years. As the Vice President of Finance, 
John led the way in promoting the fiscal stewardship that has 
allowed MHC to achieve a strong financial position. His financial 
savvy, integrity and deep commitment to MHC residents and staff 
will be greatly missed when he retires in late December 2019.

John joined MHC in 2001 after working  
for three years at Fairmount Homes  
in Ephrata. Previously, he worked 25 years  
for the accounting firm of Kuntz, Lesher, 
Siegrist and Martini. During his tenure there,  
he began as a bookkeeper and progressed  
to manager. At the same time, he also returned 
to school at York College and earned his  
degree, graduating in 1986, and also  
became a Certified Public Accountant  
and Charter Global Management Accountant. 

John’s leadership, financial acumen and conservative budget  
principles at MHC led to a strong balance sheet that is the envy  
of many similar organizations. This strength enabled MHC  
to obtain very favorable rates from our lending partners, further 
strengthening the organization. MHC has grown substantially  
during John’s tenure, from total assets of $97 million in 2001  
to $186 million in 2019. John’s influence was affirmed each year 
when our accounting partner granted MHC a “clean” annual audit.

President and CEO John Sauder said he would miss John  
in many ways: “He brought superb focus to all aspects  
of operations at MHC. John developed an excellent budgeting  
process and worked closely with the Executive Team and  
Department Directors to ensure positive financial goals were  
attained. He has the ability to see the big picture and ascertain 
areas that need attention. At the same time, he brings great  

perspective to strategic discussions. John 
always had a wonderful heart and ensured 
we focused on residents and staff while also 
creating and maintaining a strong financial 
foundation for MHC.”

Although John will miss his colleagues  
and the residents, he is looking forward  
to adventures with his wife Joanne (to whom 
he has been married for 50 years) and their 
three daughters and sons-in-law, son  
and 10 grandchildren (one grandson sadly 
passed away from cancer a few years ago). 

Joanne and John are going on a cruise to Hawaii in March.  
When they return, John plans to spend more time fly fishing  
with his grandchildren. He also anticipates finding a part-time  
job because he has a hard time sitting at home. 

On behalf of all the MHC residents and staff who benefitted  
from John’s leadership throughout the years, we wish him well!

John Miller has made  
a visible impact on  
Mennonite Home 

Communities (MHC) 
throughout the past 

18 years.

Living in this great land of opportunity, we 

never know exactly how our lives might progress 

and our status improve. Roger and Carol Kennett 

have a fascinating story of their journey from 

humble beginnings to living at Woodcrest Villa.

Roger grew up in a warm, church-centered  
family of limited means. Roger remembers  

contracting hepatitis when his father was 

changing jobs and thus was without health care 

coverage. The entire community pulled together 

to help with medical expenses and to assure that 

this bright young man could continue his dream 

of a college education. Caring neighbors helped 

both Carol, another devout believer, and Roger 

to understand the importance of a supportive 

community. Carol was encouraged by caring 

neighbors to become involved in church at an 

early age. Roger and Carol both grew up learning 

the importance of a supportive community.

Roger and Carol met at Eastern Baptist  
College (now Eastern University). Roger received 

his PhD in Biochemical Sciences from Princeton 

University, and after two years of postdoctoral 

research at the University of CA, San Diego,  

he joined the Genetics faculty at Oxford  

University. Their first son was born in Princeton, 

and their other two sons were born in England 

during their 4 years there. They now have  

7 grandchildren living in PA, IL, and CA.

Upon their return to the US, Roger joined  

the Human Genetics faculty at the University  

of Pennsylvania School of Medicine. His research 

involved mapping human genes and studying 

the production of antibodies against tumor cells. 

He quickly became involved in the development 

of monoclonal antibodies and in helping many 

others learn how to produce them. If you see 

a drug ending in “mab”, this is a monoclonal 

antibody. In fact, Roger has had prostate cancer 

for 28 years and has been taking an “mab” drug 

to inhibit the cancer from growing in his bones. 

Carol says: “What an amazing and gracious thing 

God has done.” 

Carol finished her PhD in multi-cultural  

education at Penn with a thesis on the  

challenges of inner city education. For this and 

other reasons, the Kennetts have understood 

how difficult life can be for those with little money 

and have sought ways to make a difference. 

Roger and Carol are thankful for the resources 

the Lord has provided and for the ability to use 

these to help others. In retirement they give back 

by volunteering and supporting their church 

as well as their other missions. They look for 

ways where they feel their donations would 

be pleasing to God, such as giving to 

Benevolent Care at Mennonite Home 

Communities. Being thankful for the 

ways the Lord has blessed them 

over the years, they would like 

to be remembered as people 

who truly love God and 

also love their neighbors.

You Never Know!

John Miller (front center) is looking forward to spending 
time with his extended family.

Finance Veteran Retiring After 18 Years with MHC
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“SOARING” is a quarterly publication of Mennonite Home Communities, 1520 Harrisburg Pike, Lancaster, PA 17601. Mennonite Home Communities is a Pennsylvania non-profit 
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If you would like to receive information 
about Residential Living at Woodcrest Villa, 
call Cathy at 717.390.4103

If you would like to receive information about  
Personal Care or Health Care at  
Mennonite Home, call Dawn at 717.390.7979

If you wish to have your name removed from 
our mailing list, call Kris at 717-735-2647. 

Featured on the cover: Cybercyclists include (left to right): Robert Smith, Phil Lynch, 
Mibby Novak, Mark Denlinger (seated), Russ Scherer, Ann Meachem, Anetta McKillips, 
Marvin Shearer and Gerry Bruce.

SOARING COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Connie Buckwalter, Daniel Mortensen,  
John Sauder, Kim Peters, Greg Pierce, Kathleen Maule, Jane Gamble
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Spreading Sunshine!
Thanks to Jerry Lawrence and Woodcrest Villa 
Flower Factory volunteers, floral arrangements appear 
on every corner for residents to enjoy. Jerry grows  
and gathers the flowers and the team arranges them  
in a beautiful variety of vases. Bouquets are also sold  
in the Marketplace store to benefit Benevolent Care.  
It’s a labor of love we are all grateful for!


